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Background/Literature 

Culturally Relevant 
Pedagogical practices is 
necessary to help engage 
and motivate these students 
to take ownership of their 
instruction (Ladson-Billings, 
1995). 

Hip-Hop pedagogy aims to 
address deep-rooted 
ideologies as well as social 
inequalities by using hip-hop 
as a tool for social justice in 
teacher education and 
student engagement 
(Morrell & Duncan-Andrade, 
2002). 



Purpose of the 
Study

This study sought to 
explore the connection 

between K-12 
recreational engagement 

with Hip-Hop, reading 
literacy, and academic 

language. 



METHODOLOGY 
Participants include K-12 students ages 5-18 participating in recreational camps 
including but not limited to Summer Camps, Dance Camps, Baseball Camps, 
Football Camps, Cheerleading Camps, etc. Camp curriculum must involve some for 
of engagement with Hip-Hop Music..



METHODOLOGY 

Implementation

Students/campers 6 and 
under drew a picture to 
show 
understanding/interpretati
on.

Students/campers  ages 7 
and up showcased their 
understanding/interpretati
on through a Haiku or 
letter to authority figure.



Through Hip-Hop lyric interpretation and interpretative portraitures, students derived meaning from the 
song by drawing conceptual understanding or re-writing the lyrics using academic language.

Post Malone’s “Sunflower”

Then you’re left in the dust

Unless I stuck by ya

You’re a sunflower

I think your love would be too 

much

Or you’ll be left in the dust

Unless I stuck by ya

You’re the sunflower

You’re the sunflower
Age 4 Age 6



Song: Toosie Slide – Drake 

Time Mark: 2:22-2:33

Lyrics in Review: 

“Can't describe the pressure I be puttin' 

on myself, yeah

Really I just can't afford to lose nobody 

else, yeah

If they movin' shaky, we'll just do this 

ourselves, whoa

If I'm movin' shaky, Chubbs'll do this 

himself…”



Transcript 
from 

Interview 
with L25 

M.7g





Discussion 

• Literacy: highly influenced by 
one’s socio-cultural environment, 
has the potential to meaningfully 
mediate the bridge between 
students recreationally 
engagement with Hip-Hop and 
vocabulary development, critical 
thinking and reading, literacy 
knowledge, and diagnostic writing 
proficiency. 
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